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sports
Chiefs-Eagles rematch, Allen-
Jackson showdown highlight 
schedule for 2025-26 season
By ROB MAADDI
AP Pro Football Writer

Patrick Mahomes, Travis 
Kelce and the Kansas City 
Chiefs will be featured in 
at least eight stand-alone 
games during the upcoming 
NFL season.

Their Super Bowl rematch 
against the Philadelphia Ea-
gles won’t be one of them.

The teams will meet Week 
2 in Kansas City in the late 
afternoon game on Fox.

Jalen Hurts, Saquon Bar-
kley and the Eagles dom-

inated the Chiefs 40-22 to 
capture their second Vince 
Lombardi Trophy in Febru-
ary. Philadelphia is getting 
seven stand-alone games.

Along with Kansas City, 
Dallas and Washington 
also have eight stand-alone 
games, which is the most in 
the NFL.

There won’t be a long wait 
for a Josh Allen-Lamar Jack-
son showdown. Allen and 
the Buffalo Bills visit Jack-
son and the Baltimore Ra-
vens in Week 1 on “Sunday 
Night Football.” Allen edged 

Jackson for the NFL MVP 
award last season while 
Jackson was the AP’s first-
team All-Pro quarterback.

No waiting for Aaron Rod-
gers to face his former team 
if he does end up signing 
with Pittsburgh. The Steel-
ers will visit the New York 
Jets – who now have former 
Pittsburgh quarterback Jus-
tin Fields – in Week 1.

After the Eagles raise 
their championship banner, 
they’ll kick off the league’s Ashley Landis / AP

Kansas City Chiefs quarterback Patrick Mahomes (15) eludes the reach of Philadelphia Eagles line-
backer Josh Sweat during the second half of Super Bowl 59 on Feb. 9 in New Orleans.
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Appreciating Phyllis

By BOB OPPENHEIM
roppenheim@elkharttruth.com

ELKHART — Statewide and lo-
cally, there will always be a great 
appreciation of Elkhart’s Phyllis 
Tubbs and her work in high school 
athletics.

The latest honor for Tubbs came 
on April 17th at the Indiana High 
School Athletic Associaion Second 
Annual Impact Awards in India-
napolis.

During that evening the 84-year 
old Tubbs was presented the Be-
yond the Game award.

The award celebrates and recog-
nizes an individual or group that 
has demonstrated a committed de-
votion and passion towards the IH-
SAA Foundation and its mission.

The honoree has supported, 
promoted and protected educa-

tion-based athletics and their ben-
efits for future generations.

Tubbs said she found out that she 
was receiving the honor a month 
before the Impact Awards ceremo-
ny. IHSAA Foundation Director 
Trip Lukemeyer notified her.

“I told him that I appreciated it 
a lot and told him that other peo-
ple were more deserving than me,” 
Tubbs said.

“I was very blessed to be a part of 
that evening. I feel very, very hon-
ored to get that award.

“I never really thought about get-
ting that honor. I’m just a supporter 
of the IHSAA Foundation and the 
Indiana Basketball Hall of Fame.”

Good friends Darlene Mathew 
and her husband Rick joined Tubbs 
for the special event at the Gridiron 
Hall at the Indiana Farm Bureau 
Football Center. Darlene was the 
long-time athletic director at West-
view High School.

“It was held at the Indianapolis 
Colts practice center,” Tubbs said. 
“It’s beautiful.

“Me, Darlene and Rick go to vol-

leyball and basketball state finals 
together. I told someone from the 
IHSAA that were the only people 
left in Indiana that go to all those 
events.”

Tubbs spent 57 years working 
at Elkhart Community Schools 
in various jobs in administration, 
coaching and teaching. From 1975 
to 2020, Tubbs was the assistant 
athletic director at Elkhart Memo-
rial High School.

“During my time in education my 
sole purpose was to help others,” 
Tubbs said. “My big goal was pro-
moting girls athletics in Indiana.

“When I was in high school 
(at Greensburg) girls didn’t have 
the same chance to participate in 
sports. There was the GAA (Girls 
Athletic Association) program 
when it came to playing sports for 
girls, but it wasn’t at the same level 
as it was for boys.

“Early pioneers Pat Roy (first 
female assistant commissioner 
for the IHSAA) and Mildred Ball 
(IHSAA assistant commissioner) 
helped us make great strides (in 

girls sports). They stood nose to 
nose with the good old boys.

“I remember when Title IX came 
into effect and the IHSAA started 
recognizing girls sports tourna-
ments. The first girls sport that was 
talked about having a tournament 
was basketball. Pat Roy said, no. 
You had to learn from your mis-
takes and girls tournaments first 
started in gymnastics and volley-
ball. In the 1975-76 season the 
girls basketball tournament started 
and thanks to Judi Warren it was a 
success and has grown since.”

Warren helped lead Warsaw to 
the state championship in the first 
year of the girls basketball state 
tournament. She went on to win 
the first Miss Basketball award.

The Beyond the Game Award 
will join a long list of honors for 
Tubbs.

The Indiana Interscholastic Ath-
letic Administrator’s Association 
recognized Tubbs for 50 years of 
service to high school athletics on 

Elkhart Truth Photo 

Elkhart legends the late Tom Kurth (left) and Phyllis Tubbs are pictured in this file photo. Tubbs recently received a Beyond the Game award from the IHSAA.
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IHSAA honors Elkhart 
legend Tubbs with its 
‘Beyond the Game’ award

By JAY COHEN
AP Baseball Writer

CINCINNATI — Pete 
Rose was celebrated by the 
Cincinnati Reds on Wednes-
day night, a day after base-
ball’s career hits leader was 
posthumously removed from 
Major League Baseball’s 
permanent ineligibility list.

There were chants of 
“Pete! Pete!” at Great Amer-
ican Ball Park. There was a 
pregame moment of silence, 
and a choir from Rose’s 
Cincinnati high school per-
formed the national anthem. 
And No. 14 was everywhere, 
from the replica jerseys in 
the stands to the highlights 
shown on the videoboard.

It was the type of all-out ef-
fort that Rose himself would 

have appreciated.
“This city was my dad,” 

Rose’s daughter, Fawn, said.
Hall of Fame shortstop 

Barry Larkin and Eric Da-
vis – who played for Rose 
when he managed the Reds 
– shared stories about their 
former manager during a 
pregame panel, joined by 
former Rose teammate 
George Foster. Members of 
Rose’s family delivered the 
game ball before Cincinna-
ti’s 4-2 loss to the Chicago 
White Sox.

“He played baseball with 
as much passion and com-
petitive enjoyment as you 
ever could,” said Reds man-
ager Terry Francona, who 
played with Rose with Mon-
treal and played for him with 
Cincinnati. “You wanted to 

be on his team.”
Rose, who died in Septem-

ber at age 83, played for the 
Reds in 19 of his 24 seasons, 
winning two of his three 
World Series championships 
with his hometown team. 
His career was tarnished by 
a gambling scandal that led 
to a permanent ban on Aug. 
23, 1989.

An investigation commis-
sioned by Major League 
Baseball concluded Rose – a 
17-time All-Star who fin-
ished with 4,256 hits – re-
peatedly bet on the Reds as 
a player and manager of the 
team from 1985-87, a viola-
tion of a long-standing MLB 
rule.

Commissioner Rob 

Reds pay tribute to Rose a day after posthumous reinstatement by MLB

Carolyn Kaster / AP

Pete Rose’s daughter Fawn Rose speaks as Reds Hall of Fame players, left to right, George Foster, 
Barry Larkin and Eric Davis listen during Pete Rose Night events before Wednesday’s game between 
the Cincinnati Reds and the Chicago White Sox in Cincinnati.
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AUTO RACING

Castroneves 
chasing 
Indy 500 
history at 
the age of 50
By JENNA FRYER
AP Auto Racing Writer

INDIANAPOLIS — Helio Cas-
troneves, at age 50, is still chas-
ing history at Indianapolis Motor 
Speedway. A win in this year’s 
Indianapolis 500 would give him 

five in his brilliant 
IndyCar career 
and break a tie 
with A.J. Foyt, Al 
Unser and Rick 
Mears for most 
wins in a race that 
will be run May 25 
for the 109th time.

He’s been un-
successful in his 

last three tries to win a fifth but 
hopes this year, his 25th Indy 
500, will be the one where he 
breaks history. Not even his age 
has discouraged the Brazilian.

“I feel I have a brand new en-
gine,” Castroneves said. “I feel 
that I’m like ready to go. They 
say life starts at 50, so I’m ready 
to start again.”

Castroneves won his fourth 
Indy 500 driving for Meyer 
Shank Racing, where he’s now 
part of team management and 
will drive for them again this 
year. If he wins, he doesn’t plan 
to walk away from “The Great-
est Spectacle in Racing.”

“I’m going to come back and 
try for six,” Castroneves said. “I 
want a statue.”

For the record, MSR has not con-
firmed any races for Castroneves 
beyond this year’s Indy 500. But, 
the team values his contributions 
on and off the track, particularly 
his 500 victory in 2021.

Castroneves had spent 20 years 
driving for Team Penske, where 
he won the Indy 500 in 2001, 
2002 and 2009. After a move to 
Penske’s sports car program, Cas-
troneves landed a partial ride back 
in IndyCar with Meyer Shank 
Racing, and the 500 win grew into 
two full seasons.
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Gingerich is the new 
AD, coach at Goshen
TRUTH STAFF

GOSHEN — Dwight 
Gingerich, who has more 
than four decades of coach-
ing and educational leader-
ship experience and a track 
record of success, has been 
named as Goshen Col-
lege’s new athletic director 
and head men’s basketball 
coach.

Gingerich, a member of 
the Iowa High School Bas-
ketball Hall of Fame, is cur-
rently head of school and 
boys basketball coach at 
Hillcrest Academy in Kalo-
na, Iowa, He will begin his 
new roles on July 1.

“I am thrilled that Dwight 
will join the Goshen Col-
lege community in these 
important leadership roles,” 
college president Rebecca 
Stoltzfus said. “Dwight is 
exceptionally qualified for 
this dual role, with a long 
and distinguished career 
that has demonstrated ed-
ucational leadership and 
exceptionally competitive 
basketball coaching.

“He is fully committed 
to the student-athlete ex-
perience, creating a faith-
based culture of excellence, 
and brings a combination 
of passion, composure and 
discipline. We look forward 
to welcoming him back to 
the Goshen community.”

Gingerich has been a 
leader in high school ad-
ministration and athletics 
at Hillcrest Academy for 
almost all of his 40-plus-
year career. He has been the 
head boys basketball coach 
at Hillcrest from 1981-
2000 and then again from 
2001-2025.

His only gap was during 
a one-year leave of absence 
when he came to Goshen 
to serve as the interim head 
men’s basketball coach 
for the Maple Leafs in the 
2000-01 season, and was 
named the conference co-
coach of the year.

With a career record of 
759-239, Gingerich ranks 
fourth all-time in wins in 
the history of Iowa high 
school basketball coaches. 
He was an inductee into the 
Iowa High School Athlet-
ic Association Basketball 
Hall of Fame in 2024. The 
last time one of his teams 
had a losing record was in 
1996.

“I’m truly excited for this 
new opportunity, and I look 
forward to how I can serve 
the Goshen College stu-
dent-athletes and commu-
nity as a leader and coach,’’ 
Gingerich said. “I love to 
see a team come together 
selflessly, encourage one 
another and bring out the 
best in each other.”

COLLEGE ATHLETICS

March 2017. She was in-
ducted into the Indiana Bas-
ketball Hall of Fame in 2007 
as its silver medal recipient. 
Also, the Indiana Coaches 
of Girls Sports Association 
Service Award was renamed 
the Phyllis L. Tubbs Service 
Award in March 2003. In 
August 2017, Elkhart Me-
morial’s gymnasium was 
changed to the Phyllis L. 
Tubbs Gymnasium.

“What means the most is 
probably getting inducted 
into the Basketball Hall of 
Fame and being the silver 
medal winner,” Tubbs said.

“It’s also kind of special 
too to get into the Greens-
burg High School Hall of 
Fame. It was also kind of 
special when they named 
the (Elkhart Memorial) 
gym after me.”

Is she happy with the cur-
rent state of high school 
athletics in Indiana?

“Yes, I am,” Tubbs said. “I 
think they have kept it edu-
cation-based. The only thing 

I’m worried about is the 
transfer portal. That may lead 
to the demise of everything.

“But I think the state is 
in pretty good shape. We 
got the WNBA and Caitlin 
Clark and that helps.”

Tubbs has kept very ac-
tive in retirement and is 
still very much connected 
to Elkhart High School ath-
letics.

“Oh, I love it,” she said 
about retirement. “But I try 
to keep busy. If you come 
home and just sit down 
you’re not going to be 
around long. I try to walk 
and me and Darlene plan to 
golf this week.

“I also do other activities. 
I still help at school. I chair 
the Catherine Wolf Award 
committee (award given 
annually to Elkhart’s top 
female senior student-ath-
lete). When a lot of differ-
ent spring sports are going 
on at Elkhart High School 
they ask me to supervise a 
sport. I help out at the Bris-
tol food pantry and I do oth-
er volunteer things.

“You’ve got to keep ac-
tive. That’s the key.”

TUBBS
From page B1

The team fields two full-
time cars now for Felix 
Rosenqvist and Marcus Arm-
strong, with Castroneves as a 
third entry at Indianapolis.

“Basically winning that 
fourth, putting the team on 
the map and they know that 
they can do it again, wheth-
er it’s me or my two other 
teammates. They know 
they can do it,” Castroneves 
said. “And that’s probably 
why we keep on pushing. 
We feel that we’re going to 
another level as a team.”

Rosenqvist is currently 
eighth in the IndyCar stand-
ings, while Armstrong is 
14th. Qualifying has been 
dramatically improved this 
year, and the team created a 
technical alliance with Chip 
Ganassi Racing that has pro-
vided tremendous benefit to 
MSR. The drivers all debrief 

together – although Ganas-
si driver Scott Dixon noted 
Wednesday that Castro-
neves, who has a super-sized 
personality, is atypically qui-
et in the meetings.

Ganassi drivers have five 
Indy 500 wins, although 
Dixon is the only active 
driver with a victory in the 
big race. But Alex Palou, 
his teammate, has opened 
this season with four wins 
in five races including last 
Saturday on the road course 
at Indy. Palou has won the 
last two IndyCar titles and 
three of the last four, and 
Ganassi has 16 total Indy-
Car championships.

That alliance has been a 
massive boost for MSR.

“We have a different part-
nership now, which really, 
really helps,” Castroneves 
said. “I’m noticing the differ-
ence and I’m happy we were 
able to do that. They don’t 
win races or championships 
because they’re lucky.”

CASTRONEVES
From page B1

Manfred announced Tuesday he was 
changing the league’s policy on per-
manent ineligibility, saying bans 
would expire at death. Manfred met 
with Fawn Rose and Jeffrey Lenkov, a 
lawyer who represented Pete Rose, on 
Dec. 17.

Manfred “was gracious, kind,” Fawn 
Rose said. “Really gave me a forum 
to talk about my dad, not the baseball 
player, but the father, the grandfather 
and really what he means to the (fans) 
of Cincinnati.”

Pete Rose Jr., who appeared in 11 
games with Cincinnati in 1997, said 
he was angry when he first heard 
about Manfred’s decision because he 
couldn’t call his father. But he called 
the change a step in the right direction.

“Hate to say this, but it’s not going to 
bring him back,” he said. “If they would 
have said you’re not going to be taken 
off the list, but you’re coming back, hey 
bring him back. But nothing but posi-
tives today.”

While Rose’s gambling ban made him 
a baseball pariah, that was never the 
case in a city that proudly embraces its 
status as the home of the oldest major 
league team. He was almost uniformly 

beloved in his hometown for his relent-
less playing style and his connection to 
the Big Red Machine – the dominant 
Reds teams in the mid-1970s.

“My dad used to tell me all the stories 
of how hard he played every time,” said 
Reds reliever Brent Suter, a Cincinnati 
native. “You know, never took a play 
off, always was running hard 90 (feet), 
sliding headfirst, you know, getting 
dirty every game. ... This was a guy 
who just embodied toughness, grit.”

There were long lines at several 
gates as the crowd of 43,585 filed into 
the ballpark. A steady stream of fans 
stopped in front of Rose’s statue for 
pictures before going inside the stadi-
um.

There was a black tarp with the No. 
14 over the pitcher’s mound as the 
players took batting practice.

“I remember his hustle. The headfirst 
slides. He was a person with not a lot of 
talent, but he worked so hard,” said Bob 
Wunder, 65, of Dayton.

Wunder expressed his frustration 
with the timing of Manfred’s decision.

“It’s awful. They should have done it 
when he was alive,” he said. “If I was 
the (Rose) family, I would say ‘Thanks, 
but no thanks.’ I’m upset that it had to 
wait until he passed away.”

The change in Rose’s status makes 
him eligible for the Baseball Hall of 

Fame – long a sore spot for Rose’s 
most ardent supporters – but his Coo-
perstown induction is far from a given.

Rose’s case would be considered by 
the Hall’s Classic Baseball Era com-
mittee, which next meets to consider 
players in December 2027. A 10-per-
son panel selects eight ballot candi-
dates with the approval of the Hall’s 
board, and the group is considered by 
16 members at the winter meetings, 
with a 75 percent or higher vote need-
ed.

“I know I oversimplify things. But 
what Pete did as a player, if he’s not 
in, there is no Hall of Fame,” Francona 
said. “But I get it. There are some things 
that ... I’m glad I don’t have to make 
(those) decisions.”

Jerry Casebolt, 80, of Florence, Ken-
tucky, stopped to get his photo taken 
in front of the Rose statue before the 
game. He said he was at the 1970 All-
Star Game when Rose bowled over Ray 
Fosse in a memorable play at the plate, 
and he also attended the game when 
Rose broke Ty Cobb’s hits record.

The removal of Rose from the ineligi-
ble list was meaningful for him.

“It was great to hear the news,” he 
said. “Just opening up the gates (to the 
Hall of Fame), but it’s still question-
able. Hope he gets in. Shame he didn’t 
get to see it.”

PETE ROSE
From page B1

season against the NFC East rival 
Dallas Cowboys on Sept. 4. The 
Chiefs will take on the Los Ange-
les Chargers in the league’s second 
game in Brazil, on Sept. 5 at Corin-
thians Stadium in Sao Paulo.

The Chiefs are visiting Dallas 
on Thanksgiving Day and hosting 
the Denver Broncos on Christmas 
night. Dak Prescott, Micah Parsons 
and the Cowboys also will play on 
both holidays. They’ll visit Jayden 
Daniels and the Washington Com-
manders to kick off a tripleheader 
on Christmas.

The Chiefs are scheduled for 

three games on Sunday night: at 
the New York Giants in Week 3; 
vs. the Detroit Lions on Oct. 12; 
vs. the Houston Texans on Dec. 7. 
Kansas City has two Monday night 
games in the same month: at the 
Jacksonville Jaguars on Oct. 6 and 
vs. the Commanders on Oct. 27.

All of those prime-time games 
give Taylor Swift more opportuni-
ties to share the NFL spotlight. The 
14-time Grammy Award-winning 
superstar has been dating Kelce 
since the 2023 season.

The Chiefs-Bills AFC champi-
onship rematch will be in Buffalo 
on Nov. 2. The NFC championship 
rematch between the Eagles and 
Commanders will take place in 
Washington on Saturday, Dec. 20. 

The teams meet again two weeks 
later in Week 18.

The NFL schedule has become a 
weeklong event with various net-
works revealing select marquee 
games each day leading up to 
Wednesday night’s full release.

Netflix, which is streaming the first 
two games of a Christmas triple-head-
er, announced earlier that the Lions 
will face the Vikings in Minnesota in 
the late afternoon game.

Six of the record seven interna-
tional contests were announced 
Tuesday.

The Vikings are playing consec-
utive games in Ireland and Britain, 
facing the Pittsburgh Steelers at 
Croke Park in Dublin on Sept. 28 in 
Ireland’s first NFL regular-season 

game. They’ll become the first team 
to play two international games in 
two different countries when they 
go to London to face the Cleveland 
Browns at Tottenham Hotspur Sta-
dium a week later on Oct. 5.

In other international games, the 
Broncos play the Jets on Oct. 12 
at Tottenham Hotspur Stadium in 
London, the Los Angeles Rams 
face the Jaguars a week later at 
Wembley Stadium in London, the 
Atlanta Falcons take on the In-
dianapolis Colts on Nov. 9 at the 
Olympic Stadium in Berlin and the 
Commanders play the Miami Dol-
phins on Nov. 16 at Santiago Bern-
abeu Stadium in Madrid.

Philadelphia visits the Giants on 
“Thursday Night Football” on Oct. 

9 and hosts the Lions on Sunday 
night Nov. 16.

New Bears coach Ben Johnson, 
who was the offensive coordinator for 
the Lions, will face his former team 
for the first time in Week 2 in Detroit.

No. 1 overall pick Cam Ward 
could make his NFL debut with 
the Tennessee Titans against Bo 
Nix and the Broncos in Denver on 
Sept. 7.

Former Titans coach Mike Vra-
bel faces his former team in Week 
7 when the New England Patriots 
visit Tennessee.

Besides Chiefs-Cowboys, the 
Thanksgiving Day slate includes 
the Packers-Lions in the early 
game and the Cincinnati Bengals 
at Baltimore in prime time.

NFL
From page B1

WNBA to start season with teams 
looking to challenge for title
By DOUG FEINBERG
AP Basketball Writer

There are no shortages of 
challengers to the reigning 
WNBA champion New York 
Liberty or star power across the 
league. A’ja Wilson, Breanna 
Stewart and Napheesa Collier 
are some of the veterans who 
will share the spotlight with 
Caitlin Clark, Angel Reese and 
Paige Bueckers as the league, 
in its 29th season, hopes to 
continue its rise in popularity.

The WNBA season tips off 
Friday with expansion team 
Golden State playing its first 
game that night. A day lat-
er the Liberty will host the 
Aces where New York will 
receive its rings and raise the 
first championship banner in 
the franchise’s history.

Later that day, Clark and 
Reese will meet for the first 
of five matchups this season 
between Indiana and Chicago.

Both are looking to build 
off their stellar rookie sea-
sons where they set records 
and helped the league to re-
cord ratings and attendance.

No team made more moves 
this offseason then the Fever, 
who brought in a lot of tal-
ented veterans around Clark 
and Aliyah Boston – the last 
two WNBA Rookie of the 
Year award winners. Indiana 
added DeWanna Bonner, 

Natasha Howard and So-
phie Cunningham as well as 
re-signing Kelsey Mitchell.

Clark is a slight favorite 
over Wilson and Collier ac-
cording to BetMGM to win 
the MVP. The Fever are one 
of the betting favorites to 
win the title. Indiana is not 
the only team to make major 
moves with several franchis-
es adding marquee names to 
rosters during the offseason 
via free agency and trades.

Atlanta picked up former 
Mercury All-Star Brittney 
Griner, who had spent her 
entire WNBA career playing 
in Arizona since being draft-
ed No. 1 in 2013 by Phoe-
nix. The Dream also added 
former Connecticut standout 
Brionna Jones.

Phoenix was active in bol-
stering its roster, trading for 
Alyssa Thomas and signing 
Satou Sabally. The Sun lost 
their entire starting five from 
last season and brought back 
former UConn All-Ameri-
can Tina Charles.

Looking for a 
repeat title

It’s rare for teams to win 
back-to-back championships 
in the WNBA. Las Vegas be-
came the first to do it in 21 
years with its consecutive ti-
tles in 2022 and 2023. New 

York is trying to do it now. 
The Liberty made a few key 
offseason moves bringing in 
veteran guard Natasha Cloud 
as well as forward Isabelle 
Harrison. New York also will 
have exciting guard Marine 
Johannes back this season 
after she missed last year 
to prepare for the Olympics 
with her French team.

The Liberty did lose guard 
Betnijah Laney-Hamilton to 
a knee injury that she suf-
fered in the offseason. She’ll 
be out for the year.

Remember us? Lynx 
looking to get another 

championship

Minnesota was overlooked 
at the start of the season and 
led by Collier, they made it 
back to the WNBA Finals for 
the first time since 2017 be-
fore losing in a decisive Game 
5 to New York. While they 
didn’t make many offseason 
moves, the Lynx return all five 
starters. Collier, the league’s 
Defensive Player of the Year 
last season, anchors a solid 
defense that held opponents 
to a league-best 41 percent 
shooting from the field.

High expectations 
for Bueckers

Bueckers was the No. 1 

pick in the WNBA draft and 
will try and help revitalize 
the Dallas franchise. She 
was the most efficient player 
in college on the offensive 
end and capped off her ca-
reer helping UConn win its 
12th national championship. 
Before she went through a 
series of injuries at UConn, 
Bueckers became the first 
freshman ever to win AP 
Player of the Year.

New leadership on 
WNBA sidelines

Eight of the 13 teams will 
have new head coaches this 
season. Atlanta and Los 
Angeles turned to college 
coaches Karl Smesko and 
Lynne Roberts, respectively. 
Indiana brought back former 
coach and player Stepha-
nie White to lead the Fever. 
White had been in charge 
of the Connecticut Sun, 
who replaced her with for-
mer Belgium national team 
coach Rachid Meziane.

Chicago, Dallas and Wash-
ington turned to former 
WNBA assistant coaches 
Tyler Marsh, Chris Koclanes 
and Sydney Johnson, re-
spectively. Golden State also 
brought in a former assistant 
coach, Natalie Nakase, to be 
the first head coach in the ex-
pansion franchise’s history.

Charlie Neibergall / AP

Indiana Fever guard Caitlin Clark, center, walks off the court after an exhibition game against Brazil on  May 4 in Iowa City, Iowa.

WOMEN’S BASKETBALL


