2011 Marian Archer Award

Connie Garrett, Clinton Prairie High School

The Marian Archer Award is an award established by the Archer Family in 1979 to honor Marian Archer for outstanding work in promoting girls’ athletics.  Marian Archer was the owner of Sports Togs in Carmel – a sporting goods business that dealt exclusively with uniforms for female athletes, and was one of our earliest exhibitors at our ICGSA spring conference.  The recipient of this award should have been or is actively and positively involved in the promotion of girls’ athletics, and they may be in any field where he or she may promote girls’ athletics in Indiana.

Our recipient is a true pioneer in girls’ athletics in the state of Indiana as she began her coaching career in the GAA programs by coaching volleyball, basketball, and track and has fond memories of those famous “play days” in the GAA style of competition.  In 1972 as the IHSAA began to sanction girls’ sports and conduct state tournaments for each of the sports she continued her coaching career at Clinton Prairie in volleyball and basketball. Upon her retirement from active coaching in 2006-07 her accomplishments speak for themselves – her career record in volleyball was 841-297 with her teams winning 24 sectionals, 7 regionals, 6 semi-states, and 3 state championships.  She has been honored by ICGSA as a District and State Coach of the Year in volleyball 3 times.  In addition she has coached an ICGSA Volleyball All Star team twice.  In basketball her career record was 387-298 with her teams winning 9 sectionals, 4 regionals, 1 semi-state, and 1 state championship.  She was the Jr. All Star coach in 1999 and in 2000 she was our Indiana All Star coach which defeated Kentucky twice that year.  Our recipient has two unique honors as she is the only coach to win both the volleyball and basketball state championships in the same  year – 1999 as well as has been inducted into both the ICGSA Volleyball Hall of Fame and the Indiana Basketball Hall of Fame.  She has been honored by the Frankfort Times as the Citizen of the Year in 2001 for work with girls’ sports.  After retirement from coaching she continued her career as the Assistant Athletic Director and due to budget cuts this year is a part time aide in the Clinton Prairie athletic department.  She also indicated that since retirement from coaching she volunteered to coach a 5th grade basketball for 2 years and the sixth grade team for one year – but some reason she won’t talk about those records!!
In the many years that I have known our recipient I have found that she is a very humble and non-assuming person.  In fact, it was a struggle to get her to accept her ICGSA Twenty and Thirty Year awards, and I had to do some fast talking to get her to accept this prestigious award.  She is not really interested in awards and records, but the rather the memories from her over 35 years of coaching.  There is no doubt of her passion for coaching at Clinton Prairie and developing the total athletic program for a small school in northwestern Indiana.  She was an active member in ICGSA by serving on the volleyball polling committee for eleven years and served as our volleyball committee chairperson.  Even in semi-retirement from the coaching ranks she continues to work with the current coaches in her area and supports them in any way that she can.

The contributions of the humble hard working coach with a great positive  attitude not only to the athletes and coaches at Clinton Prairie but to ICGSA certainly leaves no doubt as to why the ICGSA Executive Board has chosen to honor, Connie Garrett, Clinton Prairie High School, as our 2011 Marian Archer recipient.  
